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Sunday 8th June   Pentecost
9.45am All Age Holy Communion 
led by Revd Rachael Hawkins

Dear All Saints’,


Some of you may know that we have had problems with our internet this week. Some of 
you may have experienced the same, I’m not sure how widespread it was. Thankfully we 
had various solutions that meant we were still able to access emails etc (although it 
messed up my email when it came back on!), but it was an odd feeling to not be able to 
use the wifi in the usual way and quite unsettling. There were certainly plus points - it can 
be too easy to spend too much time on the internet, but it also reminded me of the value 
of the internet - for keeping in touch, for entertainment, for keeping up to date with the 
news. Many people rely on the internet for all sorts of things, do we rely on the Holy Spirit 
in the same way? 


This weekend we celebrate Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit in power upon the 
disciples. The passage from Acts is a story I’m sure many of us know well and have heard 
many times over the years. What comes to mind when you think about the Holy Spirit? 
What emotions does the idea of the Holy Spirit make you feel? I suspect that there is a 

Readings

Acts 2 vv 1-21
John 14 vv 8-17

Hymns

STF 372 - Come down, O Love divine
STF 383 - Holy Spirit, gift bestower
STF 399 - When deep despair
STF 397 - The Spirit lives to set us free
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mixture of feelings from gratitude and joy to fear and uncertainty. In John 3 as Jesus talks 
about the Spirit he says “the wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.” Some may find that 
uncertainty exciting, while others may find it difficult, but it’s worth remembering that in 
Romans 8 Paul writes that “the Spirit helps us in our weakness” and that we haven’t 
received a spirit of fear”, but a “spirit of adoption” that enables us to cry “Abba! Father!” 
In John 14 Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as our “advocate”, what might that mean to 
you? But a bit more about that on Sunday.


This year in the lectionary, the Old Testament passage that is given is from Genesis and 
tells the story of the Tower of Babel. I’ve decided not to use the passage during Sunday’s 
service, but I’ve read a couple of bits this week which have got me thinking. 


You probably remember that the Tower of Babel is being built at a time when the whole 
earth had “one language and the same words”. The people decide to make a tower “with 
its top in the heavens” so that they can “make a name” for themselves. When God sees 
what they are doing he decides to “confuse their language”, “so that they will not 
understand one another’s speech” and the people are scattered across the world. 


My understanding has always been that this passage is linked with Pentecost because it 
is seen as a reversal of Babel. When God confused their language, the people could no 
longer understand each other, but at Pentecost, as the disciples spoke in many different 
languages, everyone was able to understand. I’ve been challenged in that view however. 
Was the diversity that God introduced a punishment or a gift? If we look at the story of 
creation, God is all about diversity. So many different plants and creatures are created, 
and God declares that it is good. Could the diversity of languages also be a gift? I’m also 
not convinced that God was upset about the building of the tower itself, but the motives 
behind it - that the people were building the tower to make a name for themselves. Why 
do we do what we do? As the disciples spoke in the different languages at Pentecost 
(and its worth noting that they still had different languages, there was still diversity), the 
gift was given to enable them to share the praises of God with all those who were there, 
each one part of the great diversity of God’s people across the world. if nothing else, the 
Holy Spirit being given to all God’s people at Pentecost should be encouraging us to 
celebrate our God given differences, with all the richness and beauty that they bring. So 
today I will say ‘thank you for being you’, whether you are big or small, rich or poor, from 
whatever background you come from, whatever education you had, whatever skills and 
gifts you have, thank you for being you, and thank you that we can come together 
through God’s Holy Spirit to sing his praises. 


Blessings,

Rachael


Pentecost: there will be an ecumenical picnic (bring your own) and short act of worship to
celebrate Pentecost in the castle grounds from 12.30pm this Sunday (8th June).  
Everyone very welcome.  If it is wet, the picnic will be in the Court House but the forecast 
is looking dry at the moment. 

Morning Prayer at 9am and Eucharist at 9.30am continue on Tuesday morning.  
Evening Prayer is on Fridays at 4pm.  All welcome. 



“Coffee, Chat and Play” meets on Tuesday mornings.  All are welcome to enjoy 
refreshments and company in the Lower Hall from 10 - 11.15am. 

Friendship Club meets in the Lower Hall on Tuesdays at 2.30pm.  This week will be a 
devotional led by Revd Mike Eggleton.

Great Big Green Week: Saturday 7th June - Sunday 15th June: the Great Big Green 
Week is the UK's biggest celebration of community action to tackle climate change and 
protect nature. This year the events and activities for our whole community, include:

• Saturday 7th June 10am-2:30pm: Berkhamsted Eco Fair in the Civic Centre 
Monday 9th June 7:30pm: The Wildlife of the Chilterns - illustrated talk by Ian 
Gamble at Northchurch Baptist Church

• Sunday 15th June 2025: the Great Big Nature Hunt - a family discovery day in 
Rectory Lane Cemetery

.. plus a series of workshops at Woods Garden Centre on encouraging nature in your 
garden.  More information at:  www.berkhamsted-tc.gov.uk/council_events

Leprosy Mission Coffee and Lunch: over coffee on Sunday 29th June, Matt Henderson 
will be talking about the work of The Leprosy Mission.  Do come and learn how our 
donations help perform the modern day miracle of curing this debilitating disease.  A 
simple soup and roll lunch will then be available after the talk for those who would like to 
stay.  Please sign up on the form in church or email me at spalls@mac.com if you would 
like to have lunch with us that day.  Everyone very welcome.   Steve Spall

Revd Stuart Owen will be giving an illustrated talk on Tuesday 10th June at 7.30 - 9pm 
in the Court House about the pilgrimage he made, from St Columba's birthplace to Iona 
where he died. It will focus on the spiritual journey rather than the physical (so if you only 
want to hear about boots and blisters, this probably won't be your cup of tea). 

Berkhamsted School is holding their annual Tea Party for local senior citizens on  
Thursday 3rd July.  If you are interested in going, please see the notice in the hall for 
further details. 

Thank you to everyone who came to the organ recital last week.  There will be another one 
on Sunday 6th July, when the organist will be Peter Wright. 

As you know, Revd Rachael will be leaving us in July. Her final service at All Saints’ will
be on Sunday 20th July, followed by a church lunch. Her circuit farewell service will be in
the afternoon of 20th July at Hemel Hempstead. The circuit welcome service for our
new minister, Revd Caroline Wickens, will be at All Saints’ on Sunday 31st August at
3pm.
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Prayer Requests: 

For: Ida Rance; Margaret; Penny Perry; Chris Billington; Audrey and Paul Cox; Jonathan 
and Ann Hayes; Helen and Sarah; Marion and Julian; Fay and Eddie Cuthbert; Mark, 
Nicola and family; Terry; Lesley Whittaker; Chris;

We pray for our neighbours throughout the world whose lives have been changed by the 
events in Israel, Palestine and Lebanon, and pray especially for all those who have lost 
loved ones and homes due to the conflict. We pray that this conflict may not escalate 
further into neighbouring countries. We pray too for all aid workers who have died or been 
injured while trying to bring supplies to those in need and for their families. 

We pray too for those who are caught up in war in other parts of the world, including 
Sudan and Ukraine and for those facing the threat of starvation in the ongoing hostilities; 

We also pray for: 
All who are refugees, especially those who are not receiving help to rebuild their lives in 
safety; 

We pray that the issue of climate change may not be forgotten and all the nations may act 
to secure the safety of our world. We pray too for all whose lives have been badly affected 
by climate changes in the areas where they live, especially the people of Bangladesh; 

We pray that all MPs may serve their constituents and country with integrity and care for 
all they represent.

We continue to pray for the children and their families of our church and town and all who 
work in the NHS; Social Services and the charities who are supporting the sick or frail; 

We pray for those who are helped by Embrace the Middle East, Karibuni Children; the 
Leprosy Mission; Phakamisa, DENS; the Way Inn with Open Door and for all those who 
work in these organisations. 

We continue to pray for those whose need is ongoing: 

Paul Sear and his wife, Peggy; Julia Wright; Corinne & William; Gary Andersen; Charlie; 
Graham Rule; Clare Hancock; Heather Gifford; John Malcolm; Valerie Ruddock; Jenny 
Wells; Barbara Conway; Marnie Taylor; Leslie;
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