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Sunday 15th May
10am Morning Worship
led by Revd Rachael Hawkins
with Kathy Childress from Christian Aid
(in church and on Zoom)

Readings

Hymns

Acts 11 vv 1 – 18
John 13 vv 31 – 35

StF 102
SfF 242
StF 693
StF 255

For the beauty of the earth
A new commandment
Beauty for brokenness
The kingdom of God

Dear All Saints’
Christian Aid Week
This Sunday marks the start of Christian Aid Week and we have a speaker,
Kathy Childress, from Christian Aid joining us for the service. It will be good
to hear from her about some of the current work of Christian Aid. This year
Christian Aid week is focussing on Zimbabwe where the climate crisis is
leading to families going hungry. But it also reminds us that we have hope
and that our actions and our giving can produce hope. We can make a
difference to the lives of people today. There is plenty of information about Christian Aid
Week on their website - www.christianaid.org.uk It’s worth having a look.
Christian Aid Week ties in nicely with our Gospel reading this week, which comes from
John’s Gospel and the start of what is often called the Farewell Discourse. Jesus has
washed his disciples’ feet, he has told Judas to do what he is going to do, Judas has left
and now Jesus tells his disciples that the Son of Man has been glorified and God has
been glorified in him, that he will only be with them a little while longer and then he gives
them a new commandment - “Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should
love one another.” I find it interesting that this comes after he has washed Judas’s feet,

knowing that Judas was going to betray him. This is the kind of love that we are
commanded to have. He then goes on to say, “By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.” As one of my commentaries says “there will
be only one standard for identifying a Christian; it’s not purity, or Bible knowledge, or
holiness – it’s love”. Love is an incredibly important part of our faith. It can be difficult
though to show our love to those we don’t know who are in need, those who live far
away, but supporting the work of Christian Aid is one way that we can do that.
The passage from Acts has something to say about those who are part of our community.
One of the big debates in the early years after Jesus’ death was whether Jesus came just
for the Jewish nation or whether the Gospel was for Gentiles as well. In our reading Peter
tells of his vision of a sheet being lowered from heaven with animals which might have
been described as ‘unclean’ within it. Peter is told to kill and eat them, and yet argues
that they are unclean and so he should not, and yet a voice responds that what God has
made clean you must not call profane. Three men then arrive and the Spirit tells Peter to
go with them and not to make a distinction between them and him. Peter goes with them,
enters the house of a gentile and observes the Holy Spirit falling upon them. Peter
comments “If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” It is accepted that the Gospel is
for all people, not to be kept to the Jewish nation. We ourselves are the beneficiaries of
that day, but it’s important that we in turn also pass on that good news to whoever God
calls us to give it, and through the work of Christian Aid we can play our part in passing
on the love and hope of the Gospel to others in need all round the world, each one of
them a child of God, loved and cherished by him.
Love is not always easy, but it is what we are commanded to do and communicates to
others the importance of our faith. Perhaps this Sunday is an opportunity to remind
ourselves of the importance of loving others, as difficult as it can be at times.
Blessings,
Rachael

Morning Prayer at 9am and Eucharist at 9.30am continues on Tuesdays.
Evening Prayer will be on Fridays at 4pm.
Christian Aid Week runs from 15th – 22nd May this year and we are delighted that Kathy
Childress will be joining us at our service on 15th May. Red ‘deliver-only’ envelopes will be
available in some streets in Berkhamsted and Northchurch and in All Saints’ today
(Sunday 15th). Please return them with your donation to the place marked on the
envelope or donate online https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christianaid-week Your help will bfing food for a family and turn hunger into hope.
Travel Survey: the Eco-Church group are gathering information to work out the carbon
footprint of the church. As part of that, we will be doing a travel survey, beginning on 15th
May. The intention is to find out how many miles are travelled for church activities in an
average month and in what kinds of vehicles. We hope you will be happy to give us that
information. In preparation, you may wish to keep an eye on how many miles you travel
over the next couple of weeks. This may include journeys to services or meetings or
pastoral visits. Each journey will only count once, so if you are a passenger in a vehicle
that will be noted differently and we will be noting journeys by bike or on foot. Ultimately

the aim will be to reduce our carbon footprint, but for the moment we just need to know
what is happening at the present time. Many thanks for your help with this as we try to
become a more Eco-friendly church.
Newsletter: Hello, the copy date for the next newsletter has just passed and I am
quite short of publishable material. I have only two articles about the Queen.
Would it be possible for some of you to drag up some memories, please? Any time
you have met her, visited something that she is also visiting, any remembrances
whatsoever and they can be as short or as long as you like. If you don’t want to
write something down, give me or Ruth Treves Brown a call and tell us about it and
we will write it down for you. Any photographs are also gratefully received
as are any jokes or anything else you want to write about. By Tuesday morning at
the absolute latest please.
Christina Billington
Sue and Rebecca Judd moved house on 6th May. If you would like their new
addresses, please contact Kate Spall or Ruth Treves Brown.
Streaming of services: As you know, we have been streaming our Sunday
services on Zoom since the beginning of the pandemic and we are very grateful to
Andrew and Steve for their time and expertise that has enabled this to happen. As
we move into a summer that will be restriction-free (we hope!) there will inevitably
be some Sundays when they are both away. This will mean that for those weeks,
the services will not be streamed and will be in church only. We hope we will be
able to advertise the dates when there won’t be an online service at least a week in
advance. Going forward it would be good to have more people trained to operate
the technology, so if you are interested in finding out more, please speak to Revd
Rachael, Andrew Hawkins or Steve Spall. It would also be very useful to have help
in preparing the powerpoint slides which are used to display the words of the
service and prayers, so please speak to Revd Rachael if you could help with
this. Thank you in advance
Flamstead Methodist Church is holding a Plant Sale on Saturday 21st May from 2 –
4pm. Everyone welcome.
A CAP money course, which is a free course helping people to budget, save and spend
well will be running at the Open Door on Mondays May 9th, 16th and 23rd from 7.30 –
9.30pm. To book go to www.bookwhen.com/OpenDoor
Ukraine - Both the Church of England and the Methodist Church have produced
information and advice around Ukraine including prayers and ways to help including if you
are thinking of hosting refugees. The advice can be found
at https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/202203/Ukraine%20toolkit%20for%20Churches%20and%20Individuals%20CofE%20v2160322.pdf and https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/prayer/ukraine/

Prayer Requests:
For: Debbie Saunders; Janet Jackson; Revd Mike Eggleton; Val Allcott; Ann
Braddick; George, with thanksgiving; for the family and friends of Bob Davis; for Lyn
Curtis who has died and for her family and friends; Chris and Dave on the sudden
death of their son, Ian;
From our website:
Dawn, who is in hospital with a bad chest infection and for her family;
We pray for our neighbours throughout the world whose lives are being changed by
recent events; especially at this time we pray for the people of Ukraine and Russia;
The people of Afghanistan with the Taliban in control of their country, for those living
in fear and those who do not have access to sufficient food;
Those in Tigray and Yemen facing starvation;
We also pray for:
All who have been affected by climate change, in such a variety of ways: floods, wild
fires, shortage of food through crops not growing, remembering especially those
who have few resources;
All who are refugees;
All for whom life is a struggle at the moment,
We pray that the issue of climate change may not be forgotten and that all the
nations may act to secure the safety of our world;
Nearer to home we pray for:
the children and their families of our church and town and for their teachers;
all who work in the NHS;
Social Services and the charities who are supporting the sick or frail;
We also pray for those who are helped by Karibuni Children; the Leprosy Mission;
Phakamisa, DENS; the Way Inn with the Open Door and for all those who work in
these organisations.
We continue to pray for those whose need is ongoing:
Tara Ginn; Julia Wright; Corinne & William; Jonathan, Ann and Katy Hayes; Julie
Murdock; Gary Andersen; Charlie; Penny Perry; Valerie Ruddock; Chris Billington;
Graham Rule; Jane and Martin Hillier and their family; Clare Hancock; Kathleen
Whitfield; Heather Gifford; Marnie Taylor; Ann Thompson;
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